FBI Fingerprint Clearances & FDLE (Florida Department of Law Enforcement)                    Background Checks for Adoptive Parents
To fulfill these two background check requirements in the most timely and efficient manner, Axis is working with IDeal IDentification, Inc. to process adoptive parent background checks.   (*Please see the very end of these instructions for reference to the statutory and administrative code requirement and length of time for clearances).
There are two different processes for adoptive applicants:  
 
1. Mail in the fingerprint cards and form for processing (to the Odessa office) or, 
2. If an adoptive parent is local to the Tampa Bay area, they can go into their Tampa office.                                                                                                                                

For non-emergency home studies, Axis is recommending the mail-in process for adoptive parents.  The procedure is as follows: 

Following the inquiry call and Axis receiving confirmation from the adoptive family that they would like to work with us, Axis will email Ideal Identification and request a packet be sent to the adoptive family.  This packet will be sent directly to the adoptive family and will include:  the fingerprint card, the cardscan form (or the speedscan form), the directions, and a self-addressed envelope to mail everything back to IDeal IDentification.                                                                                                                 

The adoptive family will be directed to the Axis website for all other forms and information (www.axisadoption.org).   

The adoptive parent needs to take the fingerprint card they receive with the Axis LiveScan OCA # (05524378Z) to their local sheriff or police department to get their fingerprints rolled.  This card and the additional form (provided by IDeal IDentification) will then be mailed to IDeal IDentification for processing of both the FDLE and FBI checks.
 
The mail-in process works for any family residing anywhere in Florida.  The cost for both is $78.25 which includes both the FDLE and the FBI fingerprint checks.  
 
CARD-SCAN Service:   MAIL IN  rolled fingerprint card along with the card-scan form.
Mail to:  IDeal IDentification, Inc.  8442 Ridgebrook Circle  Odessa, Florida 33556
 
SPEED-SCAN Services:  IN-PERSON:  3111 W. Dr. MLK, Jr. Blvd., #100  Tampa, FL 33607                     Phone:  813-350-7943  Regular office hours:  Monday - Friday 8:30am-5:00pm.  Call to make an appointment.

Please call or email Bob Smedley of IDeal IDentification with any questions. Email:  bsmedley@idealid.net        Phone:  813-350-7943    
​FAC 65C-16.007, F.S. 39.0138, F.S. 39.521, and Sec. 152 of the Adam Walsh Act require the FBI checks for an adoptive placement, which includes private adoptions.  
 
Florida Administrative Code: Chapter 65C-16.007
(3) For foster parents and relative caregivers who are adopting a department child, federal background checks must be current within 5 years at the time of adoption placement.  For potential adoptive parents who are not foster parents or relative caregivers, federal background checks must be current within one year at the time of adoption placement.  All potential adoptive parents must have state and local background checks that are current within 90 days of the date of adoption placement.  Abuse Hotline checks must be current within 30 days of placement of an adoptive child in the home.
Section 65C-16.007 of the adoption administrative rule does include the federal requirements of the Adam Walsh Protection and Safety Act: Specifically, the administrative rule states:
 
(1)(a) The counselor completing the home study must submit to the background screening coordinator, sufficient information to conduct a search of the Florida Abuse Hotline Information System. Pursuant to
Sections 39.0138 and 39.521, F.S., Abuse Hotline record checks must also be conducted on all other household members who are 12 years of age or older. When the adoptive applicant or other adult household member has lived in another State within five years of the request for a home study, a child abuse and neglect registry check of the other State must be completed. If the other State does not have a child abuse and neglect registry or has been approved by the Administration for Children and Families for a delayed effective date, a local or county child abuse and neglect registry check must be completed. If the other State does not have a local or county child abuse and neglect registry, the counselor must determine whether to approve the applicant based all other information required by Rules 65C-16.002, 65C-16.004, and 65C-16.005, F.A.C.
(2) Pursuant to Sections 39.0138 and 39.521. F.S., criminal background checks through local, state and federal law enforcement agencies will be conducted on all persons age 12 or older residing in the prospective adoptive home. For applicants who have been foster parents or who have adopted in other states, local and state checks must be completed in the state of previous residence. Should the background checks reveal that the applicant has been convicted of a crime specified in Section 39.0138
(2), F.S., the application must be denied. Juvenile delinquency checks through the Florida Department of Law Enforcement must be conducted on all household members twelve through seventeen years of age as a public record search. If this check reveals a Juvenile Justice record, this information must be addressed in the home study and a determination must be made regarding possible impact on the adopted child.

The reference above to Section 39.0138, F. S., reflects the requirements as stated in the federal requirements of the Adam Walsh Act. Specifically, this section states:

(1) The department shall conduct a criminal history records check on all persons being considered by the department for placement of a child subject to a placement decision under this chapter, including all
non-relative placement decisions, all members of the household of the person being considered, and frequent visitors to the household. For purposes of this section, a criminal history records check may include, but is not limited to, submission of fingerprints to the Department of Law Enforcement for processing and forwarding to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for state and national criminal history information, and local criminal records checks through local law enforcement agencies. A criminal history records check must also include a search of the department's automated abuse information system. The department shall establish by rule standards for evaluating any information contained in the automated system relating to a person who must be screened for purposes of making a placement decision.
(2) The department may not place a child with a person other than a parent if the criminal history records check reveals that the person has been convicted of any felony that falls within any of the following
categories: 
(a) Child abuse, abandonment, or neglect;
(b) Domestic violence;
(c) Child pornography or other felony in which a child was a victim of
the offense; or
(d) Homicide, sexual battery, or other felony involving violence, other
than felony assault or felony battery when an adult was the victim of
the assault or battery.
